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Upland cotton ginned in the United States from the 1971 crop contained a record high proportion of staple ~. 
35 cotton, according to the Department of Agriculture, Consumer and Marketing Service. This length ac- 
counted for one-third of the total ginnings. Middling and higher White grades comprised the smallest 
proportion of ginnings on record. American Pima cotton ginned this season contained smaller proportions 

of the longer staples and the higher grades than a year ago. Cotton ginned from the 1971 crop totaled 
10,230,000 bales compared with 10,112,000 bales from the 1970 crop. 


Staples. The 1971 upland crop contained 1.6 million bales of cotton stapling 36 and longer. This is 


equivalent to 15 percent of total ginnings compared with seven percent a year ago. Staple 35 cotton 
accounted for 33 percent of total ginnings, an all-time high, while staple 34 cotton accounted for 26 
percent of ginnings, the smallest percentage since 1968. Eight percent of total ginnings was in the two 
lengths 33 and 32 compared with 15 percent last season. The lengths 31 and shorter comprised 18 percent 
of total ginnings against 20 percent a year earlier. The average staple of the 1971 crop was 33.8 
thirty-seconds inches against 33.4 thirty-seconds for the 1970 crop. 


Grades. Ginnings of Middling and higher White grades totaled about 1.3 million bales this season, or 


13 percent of the total 1971 crop. This is the lowest percentage of these higher White grades for any 
crop on record and compares with 15 percent a year earlier. Strict Low Middling accounted for 33 per- 
cent of ginnings against 34 percent a year ago. The Light Spotted and other Colored grades comprised 
35 percent of this season's ginnings compared with 31 percent last season. The grade index of the 1971 
crop was 89.8 (Middling White=100), the lowest on record. 


Micronaire and fiber strength. The average mike reading of cotton ginned from the 1971 crop was 4.1 


compared with 4.3 a year earlier. Cotton in the 3.5-4.9 mike category comprised 77 percent of total 
ginnings against 84 percent in the preceding season. Fiber strength test results indicated that cotton 
in this season's ginnings averaged 82,000 pounds per square inch compared with 86,000 pounds a year 
earlier. Cotton 90,000 pounds per square inch and stronger accounted for 14 percent of total ginnings 
against 24 percent a year ago. 


Upland supply. This season's supply of upland cotton (August 1, 1971 carryover plus 1971 ginnings) 


totaled 14.3 million bales compared with 15.7 million bales in the preceding season. The supplies of 
most staples 34 and shorter were considerably smaller than a year ago with staple 34 down 2.0 million 
bales and staple 33 down by O.9 million bales. The supply of staples 35 and 36 was up 2.2 million bales 
from a year earlier. The grade distribution of this season's supply indicates substantial decreases in 
the White grades - 1.3 million bales - and in the medium Light Spotted grades - 0.8 million bales. 
Supplies of Low Middling Light Spotted and Low Middling Spotted cotton were up from a year earlier by 
0.5 and O.2 million bales respectively. 


Table 1. Upland cotton in the United States, ginnings and supply, 
b s, 1967-1971 
32nd inches 


staple grouping 
mao Code 

































Season 
beginning Shorter than 32 | Ose ess Ot | and 33 34 and 35 36 and longer All 
of total of total on toual of total] lengths 
: 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
bales Percent bales Percent bales Percent bales Percent bales 
| Ginnings 
1967 15/05 2S 1,109 15 3,807 SZ 749 10 753370 
1968 © TOSS) LS L107 16 D106 De 1,820 Lh 10,838 
1969 1,684 wy 1,590 16 5,893 60 693 ai 9,860 
1970 2;0er 20 1,541 ey ral S 58 720 ch 10,055 
197% 1/7 1,814 18 821 8 DISS 59 1,566 LD 10,134 
a Supply 
1967 6,626 34 Boo eu Goal 3S Ue a 6 19,641 
1968 3,824 22 3,348 20 7,681 45 2,232 3 W708 
1969 2,506 VS 2,871 18 9,210 57 1,620 10 16,207 
1970 2,350 a5) 2,542 16 9,516 61 1, 283 8 15,691 
veya 2,102 £5 1,316 9 8,901 62 1,998 14 14,317 
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Table 9. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
this season and last season, by states 1/ 





Grade reductions 


State Grass Other causes Total reductions 


1970 1971 1970 1971 1970 1971 1970 1971 
North Carolina WAZ Ls * Oe - * ee 7.4 
South Carolina Ome O56 0.6 250) - * 16.8 LZ 
Georgia Boi, Bes aly So * - 10.4 Bine 
Florida 9.2 Hie) O15 Ciel Oia: @g.ab 9.8 14.3 
Alabama 9.9 9.8 OFS Ors he * WOR2 IN@}s ab 
Mississippi 4.7 alpen, 8.4 5 : OvL 13h 353 
Tennessee Grol Baw Zr Z2a0) * slg Oe 
Missouri 1.9 Cre 0.4 One ‘ Oxel: 263 S10) 
Arkansas 4.2 iii oS Obs * Orn! eT) Sire: 
Louisiana 4.5 Wied Sen, 1.9 * * 8.2 9.2 
Oklahoma ee 0.4 2atS 36.4 Oral - Sao 36.8 
Texas ae ae 4.6 42.5 * * 528 44.2 
New Mexico One ZO 6.9 12.4 Oj al * W/O Hye) 
Arizona lene Si 2.9 9.3 0.6 Olen 4.7 EO 
California a Zens Ore One O.1 Os2 SO Sen 
Other 4.3 B.S 0.9 ne Oka - 5.4 4.5 
United States Sais) eal, 355 Zr OQ, al Olen) 7.4 LBS 


1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
a Less than 0.05 percent. 


Table 10. American Pima cotton ginned in the United States, by grade and staple Ey 





Grade After January 15 Total crop 
and 
Staple Code 1970 1971 1970 | 1971 1970 1971 1970 | 1971 
Bales Bales Pet. Pct. Bales Bales PCts BECt. 
1 (10) = - - . = - - = 
2 (20) iz - One - 2,570 828 4.5 0.9 
3 (30) 441 93 16.4 Lead 24,974 Cie ter 43.71 © 28.9 
4 (40) 612 792 25 9.3 18,070 43,772 3), 0p 45.0 
5 (50) 255 pba Gnome 3. 0 5,917 13,012 105 4m L366 
6 (60) 370 15 338 12 Sei, 2,500 3, 366 4.4 Ss 
7 (70) 450 e214 1S. imal ace 1,709 2,005 3.0 eet 
8 (80) 321 12571 Ti Cee so 697 2,092 Dee ome 
9 (90) 190 1,243 6.6 14.6 379 1,636 Oey. AT) 
10 (00) 218 less, 1S ERS 314 1,442 OS 1.5 
Total 2,864 8,516)" 100,05 100.0 57,190.) 495, Siva OG. Ol el0C, 0 
Staple Code (32nd inches ) 
40 and shorter 104 892 chee aS 157 15.052 Ov ve 
42 1,232 4,960 43.0) 58.2 3,804 6,873 Gel Lee 
44 1, 513 2015 52 Om aC a] 40,112 70,464 Pe @Osl: -73.5 
46 15 49 055 0.6 13,065 17, 488 apes alse? 
48 and longer - - - - = - = - 
Total 2,864 8,516 4 100.0 5100.0 57,138 95, 8771) 10020; 100-0 





1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 


a Qk- 


Table 11. Percentage distribution of upland cotton by specified grades, 
by seasons, 1960-1971 1/ 


Grade Season 

Code _| 1960 1970 | 1971 
White: Rovere cb ECts Pct: ct. Pet. _Pet. pet. Pot.) Pet, | Pct, Pct. 
S.M. (21) 
and higher 8 167 5 «ia 6.1 2 al 243 133 1.2 dt 0.5 0.5 0.3 
M.+ (30) an 0.9 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 * * * * * * 
M. igh) OaGOee am «§86eh 4. Fe 20n6es 19.7 aol6.Se mA8.5 ¢ 16.4 «l4ed 14.4... 12.7 
S.L.M.+ (40) a4. a7 1 <6 ey! 164 1.9 Led Tes 15 tn 0.8 14 
S.L.M. gl) beet Oe )6=62hek  27.Go Bislag 31.1 2028.66 983.72 38.5 «38.0 34.0,_.33,4 
L.M.+ (50) 2.0 13 2 2.4 2.6 2.4 1.3 ey 2.0 17 rei 12 
L.M. (51) tal 4.6 8.2 Soe 11.5 7.8 VeOeOll . Oyaelee ae 17.7. 11560 


and lower 


Light Spotted: 


S.M. (22) 

and higher 2.9 3.4 Lo Les Oey 0.5 0.3 0.4 One 0.1 * * 
M. i eel onli. 7  flise  i3%2 Senet) Aue Gene 1a se 9.3 ot 9.1 ary 
S.L.M. (42) 8.0 Yel es a5 Ue J/ os le.o 15.0) 11.4  lese —“lS.0 613i pqEte 
L.M. (52) ug eae 353 1.9 2.9 240 4.5 3.2 2.9 eS ao Ore 
Spotted: 2-5 32 2.8 1.6 cs) Brat Sue See 2.9 see oe 5.4 


Other coloredsc, 9, /meetss?) “2.01 1eO eet he Ae ae eves. .ehobts "Sel Yo apes 1 7 


Total 100.0) 10050, 100.0) 10050, 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1007084100 30'*7100.0 





1/ Data for 1971 are preliminary. 
2/ Includes Below Grade. 
* Less than 0.05 percent. 


Table 12. Percentage distribution of upland cotton by specified staples, 
by seasons, 1960-1971 1/ 


Staple Code Season 


32nd_inches 1960 1970 | 1971 


Pcitr. Pet. PiGiGr. Pet. Piciure PCtre PGs PCG. Pec. Pec. Pots Pct. 


26 and shorter x * y 0.1 On (O)eal Ont - = (Vaal * O21 
28 OR2 0.3 0.4 eo Ce Oe 0) 0.6 Orel! ee 0.4 0.6 
29 ree 3.9 4.9 ec 5.4 Gres 6.8 4.6 ae 4.2 B35 348 
30 lee, 15e2 15,6 12.9 10.8 i Bes) 14.5 TOR6 7.0 6.4 10.4 9.0 
Sk 9.7 ke! Heel. Sec SES8 4.3 4.6 7.3 6.9 Sel So 4.9 
Sa ane Baw, Ses 4.8 Slerk 4.7 35 Dies Rise Bao ele Cao 
Se aileo 14.8 LOE nes .o 2onG 19.2 1h 9.7 8.) TORS) Ome See 
34 SO SOnS 34.0 Biel 34.1 34.0 34.8 2B. ey 0) Siler SI Ale COCO 
35 O33 aed 11.9 ies eS 2s 16.8 23.0 26.4 28.9 19.9 S260 
36 and longer 3.5 SS aoe ZS 2.9 229 Agi. NO) Az 16.8 6.9 ter re 
Total TOO Ome OO. Om OO Om OO. Onn 10000 100.07 7100.0, 5100.01" 10050 > 100.0 ~ 100.0 10050 





1/ Data for 1971 are preliminary. 
“7 Less than 0.05 percent. 
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Table 13. Cotton: Grade index, by states, United States, 5-year averages, 1938-67 and by seasons, 
1967-1971 1/ 










5-year averages 
1943-47 11948-52 |1953-57]1958-62 | 1963-67 


State 1938-42 


N. Carolina 95.8 91.3 93.1 91.7 94.4 91.7 kee 91.4 88.5 88.4 85.1 
S. Carolina 96.8 92.9 O32 93 .9 95.6 92.4 92 S2 91.3 Sys 87.6 85.3 
Georgia 96.8 95.2 95.4 95.1 95.8 Hho) Chl?) Oilteol 86.1 86.8 85.3 
Florida 95.2 OD er 95.7 95.2 92%5 90.0 90.5 Oitec 89.0 86.1 85.8 
Alabama 97.0 96.9 96.1 95.7 96.3 aren 89.5 93.0 OAL 90.2 89.6 
Mississippi Si) of 96 .2 96.5 95.2 95.5 94.4 92.8 92 .0 92.4 89.6 90.8 
Tennessee 96.2 93 .9 94.8 95.9 96.5 94.2 91.0 93.9 IS 91.6 91.9 
Missouri 93Ke 90.1 91.4 93 .6 94.1 92.4 90.7 94.0 93.2 91.4 93.3 
Arkansas 96 .4 93.9 93.8 94.6 94.2 92.2 90.1 92.7 O2%9 90.0 92 .0 
Louisiana 96.6 96.2 97.0 94.4 94.9 94.4 94.5 937.7 94.7 91.6 92.2 
Oklahoma 93.7 90.6 93.8 90.7 92 .3 90.7 92.9 90.4 O13 91.5 83.4 
Texas 95.5 94.3 94.9 93 .0 94.8 92.4 93 .0 92.2 87.0 Ole, 84.6 
New Mexico 98.3 97.6 97.4 O7 a 98.7 96.7 96.1 96.2 CBs 7 OO 94.1 
Arizona 97 3 93 .4 96.3 96.2 96.5 02%, 93 .6 95.3 93 .4 96.0 93 
California 98.3 96.9 94.8 94.3 97.8 94.1 93 .6 92.4 94.6 96.2 96 .6 

U. S. 96.2 94.6 94.9 94.3 95.5 93.1 92.8 92 .6 91.0 91.6 89.8 





a Computed by weighting the quantity in each grade by the 1937-39 average price per pound for such 
grade of 15/16" staple. Converted to an index on basis Middling White equals 100. For 1958 and 
subsequent years, constants for Plus, Light Spotted and Light Gray set at mid-points between full 
grade weights. 

a Preliminary. 

KREKKKKEKRKKKKKKKE KEKE K 
Table 14. Cotton: Average staple length in thirty-seconds inches, by states, United States 
5-year averages, 1938-67 and by seasons, 1967-1971 1/ 


5-year averages 
1943-47 11948-52 |1953-57]1958-62 | 1963-67 






ae 1938-42 








N. Carolina SereO 32.0 33150 32.8 SSS ScLo 34.3 Sjeias} 34.2 331.9 34.2 
S. Carolina Serio 3279 32.8 SZ 6 33.4 33.3 34.6 34.5 34.5 34.1 34.7 
Georgia Sie S20 32.6 S2rnh SSie Sane Soren! SSe9 3845 SSS BS 
Florida eee! BS 2re: Sor) 32.9 32.8 SS} 50) SSD 33.9 33/0 S36s 34.0 
Alabama SOT Sis) Sen Sia ssrs Soi 33/3 Bsr, 335.0 Sono 34.1 
Mississippi 34.2 SSiei 34.0 Sis} 5 7/ SoG 34.1 34.5 34.6 34.5 34.4 34.9 
Tennessee 31.9 Seno) Soe Sore Sor SomRG 34.1 S3no Ste) SSigis 34.2 
Missouri Sere Sane SEIS SS}. 5) SoG 34.0 34.4 34.7 34.4 34.0 34.9 
Arkansas Zien) Bete Soc ES) 55) 33.8 34.1 34.4 34.6 34.6 34.2 B50 
Louisiana Sy se! S2r9 33.8 335 3356 ee) le) 34.0 34.3 34.2 34.1 34.6 
Oklahoma 29.8 29.0 29.1 29.5 30.8 SOR Sire O Sai S15 31.4 SW 
Texas 29.7 Zoe, 30.0 30.6 Site 30.8 So Bae Sh 3) 31.4 Silty 
New Mexico 34.2 34.4 34.2 34.6 Sie B56c SO.3 Sone Sor 35.9 SOG 
Arizona 32.9 32.3 Sone SSO) B37 33,0 34.0 34.7 34.0 34.2 34.2 
California 34.4 Sore 33150 34.1 34.1 34.5 Borqal Bove 34.9 B5.3 S5).0 
Wo Sic Sie She Ae S)2 5s! 62h) Bo 32.9 33.4 33.9 33).0 33.4 33).8 
a, Averages calculated on numerical equivalents of the staple length designations; for example, 
29/32" = 29. 


Preliminary. 


Tapie 15% 







Year 


1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 


1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 


1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 


1969 
1970 
ey Ale 


ee 


Grade indexes and average staples of carryover, crop and supply of 
upland cotton, 1954-1971 





Carryover 


95.4 
95.9 
94.0 
91,9 
91.1 


95.0 
97.9 
97.6 
96.9 
ODD 


95.3 
94.8 
92.9 
93.1 
92 .6 


93.2 
93.4 
94.5 


Grade indexes 1/ tf 


95.6 
93.2 
96.0 
91.7 
96.7 


95.8 
95.4 
95.7 
93.9 
94.6 


93.2 
93.0 
92.0 
92 .8 
92 .6 


91 AG 
91.6 
89.8 







95.5 
94.3 
95.0 
91.8 
94.3 


95.5 
96.2 
96 .3 
94.9 
94.9 


94.1 
93 .9 
.92 .6 
93.0 
92 .6 


91 9 
92.2 
91.2 


S2eS 
SB Ove 
Siac 
S20 
Bey 


31.9 
33.0 
337.3 
Sorc 
SeoW/ 


S255 
32.4 
BE oal- 
Saal 
SY255) 


33 .8 
34.0 
34.2 


Average staples 2/ 


Semc 
32.6 
S2iw, 
32,6 
32.0 


32.8 
827.9 
B29 
SZ He 
S22 


a2.0 
S260 
Sao 
33.4 
33)59 


83.5 
3S 4 
33.8 


Sens 
32.4 
32.4 
3253 
3256 


See 
32.9 
33.0 
33.0 
Sei 


Syane 
S270 
32.4 
320 
33.4 


33 .6 
33.6 
33.9 





ae 


Middling White equals 100. 
Light Spotted and Light Gray set at mid-points between full grade weights. 


Expressed in thirty-seconds of an inch. 


Preliminary. 


For 1958 and subsequent years, constants for Plus, 
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Table 15. Grade indexes and average staples of carryover, crop and supply of 
upland cotton, 1954-1971 












Grade indexes 1/ Average staples 2/ 


Yeats: 
Carryover 


1954 95.4 95 .6 95.5 S263 Sere S263 
1955 95.9 93.2 94.3 S2c 32 .6 32.4 
1956 94.0 96.0 95.0 Sexe S2ra/ 32.4 
1957 91.9 91.7 91.8 32.0 327.0 Baio 
1958 OVE 96.7 94.3 Sill 57 Seas: Sais 
1959 95.0 95.8 95.5 31.9 S)2 cls’ SARS 
1960 97.9 95.4 96.2 3340 329 32.9 
1961 97.6 9557, 96.3 333 32.9 S3i50 
1962 96.9 93.9 94.9 S8rac 82.6 33)0 
1963 95.5 94.6 94.9 320e/ Seat Sara! 
1964 95.3 IB re 94.1 3263 S208 3250 
1965 94.8 93.0 93 .9 32.4 32.8 32.6 
1966 92.9 92.0 . 92 .6 Bere l 33.0 32.4 
1967 Sie 92.8 93.0 Sern 33.4 Siai.0 
1968 92 .6 92.6 92.6 S285) 33°29 33.4 
1969 Oana 91.0 91.9 S38 33/59 33 .6 
1970 93.4 O16 SE oF 34.0 33).4 33.6 
OVA 94.5 89.8 91.2 34.2 33.48 Sera 





1/ Middling White equals 100. 
Light Spotted and Light Gray set at mid-points between full grade weights. 


2/ Expressed in thirty-seconds of an inch. 


* Preliminary. 


For 1958 and subsequent years, constants for Plus, 
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Table 15. Grade indexes and average staples of carryover, crop and supply of 
upland cotton, 1954-1971 






Grade indexes 1/ Average staples 2/ 


Year 





Carryover Supply 


1954 95.4 95.6 95.5 SERS Sac SARS 
1955 95.9 93.2 94.3 S2e B20 32.4 
1956 94.0 96.0 95.0 Saae Carer 32.4 
1957 91.9 91.7 91.8 82°50 32.6 SZ 6S) 
1958 91.1 96.7 94.3 Sey oye ols) S2ne 
1959 95.0 95.8 95.5 31.9 82.0 Sen 
1960 97.9 95.4 96.2 33.0 32.9 B29 
1961 97.6 95.7 96.3 S3es 32.9 So0 
1962 96.9 93.9 94.9 SBre 32.8 33.0 
1963 OD 60 94.6 94.9 S27) Siecyl! So tl 
1964 95.3 93.2 94.1 32.3 32.8 S20 
1965 94.8 93.0 93 .9 32.4 32.8 32.6 
1966 92.9 92.0 . 92.6 SZ oil 6350 32.4 
1967 SE od. 92 .8 93 .0 32.1 33.4 32.6 
1968 92 .6 92 .6 9270 S265 Sono 33.4 
1969 OBC 91.0 91.9 33%8 33755 33 .6 
1970 93 .4 91.6 92.2 34.0 33 .4 33.6 
ier 94.5 89.8 91.2 34.2 33 8 33.29 





af Middling White equals 100. For 1958 and subsequent years, constants Omer Ss 
Light Spotted and Light Gray set at mid-points between full grade weights. 
Expressed in thirty-seconds of an inch. 

Preliminary. 
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